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Note From the President: 

Southern Weed Science Society 
December 2025 

Vol. 48, No. 4 

As I write this it is hard to believe we are entering the 2025 holiday season and 
2026 is right around the corner. The holidays are a good time for us to pause and 
reflect on the past year, rest, and recharge for the upcoming year. 

Looking forward to 2026, our 79th annual SWSS meeting will be held January 25th 
-29th at the Sheraton Music City in Nashville, TN. I am excited about the program 
that Dr. Shawn Askew has put together focusing on the use of artificial intelligence 
(AI) in agriculture. This year’s meeting theme is “Cultivating Tomorrow: AI in Ag-
riculture and Education” and will feature four global ai specialists as keynote 
speakers in the Monday afternoon general session along with an AI symposium on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The meeting will kick off with a Graduate Student Mixer Sunday evening January 
25th at 6:00 PM at The Putt Shack in downtown Nashville. This indoor venue will 

give the students a wonderful opportunity to interact with University and Industry colleagues while enjoying 
some friendly golf competition. Another graduate student function, the annual graduate student quiz bowl 
will be held on Tuesday evening January 27th and it is always a fun time testing everyone’s weed science 
knowledge. There will also be a silent auction to benefit the SWSS Endowment Foundation. If you have 
items that you would like to donate for this silent auction, please bring them with you or reach out to Gary 
Schwarzlose for shipping options. We will be using a new online system for the silent auction this year as 
well so stay tuned for more details on that in the next few weeks. I want to say thanks to Dr. Shawn Askew 
and Dr. Larry Steckel who have put in a lot of work organizing the upcoming meeting as program chair and 
local arrangements chair, respectively. Last but not least, thank you to everyone serving on the SWSS Board 
and Committees this year, your time and contribution to the society is appreciated. 

I genuinely believe our membership is the reason for our 
continued success as a society and encourage you to get 
more involved in SWSS if you are not already serving in 
some capacity. It is a rewarding experience that you will 
not regret. It has been an honor to serve as your presi-
dent this year. 

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year and hope to see you in Nashville!  

- Eric Palmer, 2025 SWSS President 
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2026 SWSS Annual Meeting Reminders 

Mark your calendars for the 2026 SWSS Annual Meeting, January 26–29 at the Sheraton Music City Nash-
ville Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee! This year’s theme, “Cultivating Tomorrow: Artificial Intelligence in Ag-
riculture and Education,” will explore how AI is transforming weed science and beyond. 
 
The meeting kicks off Sunday afternoon, January 25, with the popular student-professional mixer at Putt 
Shack in downtown Nashville from 6–9 PM (only $50, includes food and unlimited soft drinks—register 
when you sign up for the conference). On Monday, January 26 at 2:00 PM, don’t miss the General Session 
featuring four keynote speakers who are leading experts on practical AI applications in agriculture, emerging 
technologies, and regulatory considerations. An hands-on workshop, “Using AI Chatbots in Research, Teach-
ing, and Extension,” follows Tuesday, January 27 at 3:00 PM. 
 
Key deadlines are approaching quickly: Titles & Abstracts are due January 10, 2026, and all presentation files 
(oral and poster) must be uploaded by January 18, 2026. While you’re packing, remember to bring an item for 
the ever-popular Silent Auction in the Hermitage Lobby—your donations and bids directly support student 
scholarships through the SWSS Endowment Foundation. Full details, registration, and abstract submission are 
available at https://event.fourwaves.com/swss/pages. We look forward to seeing you in Nashville! 
 
 
 
Silent Action Items Needed! 
  
Donations are needed for the SWSS Endowment Silent Auction which will be held during the 2026 SWSS 
Meeting. 
  
Previous items have included: ice chests, paintings, dominoes, drinkware, historical weed science items, golf 
balls, etc. 
  
If you have something you would like to donate to the 2026 SWSS Endowment Silent Auction, please contact 
me. 
You can either send the item to me or you can bring it with you to the meeting. 
  
Proceeds from the Silent Auction are used to support your SWSS Endowment Fund and the awards and activi-
ties that we support. 
  
This year’s Auction will be conducted using an on-line app. 
Stay tuned for a link to the Auction so you can see what is being offered. 
  
Gary Schwarzlose 
President, SWSS Endowment Committee 



 

 3 

Call for Judges: 

In responding as a volunteer contest judge: 

-Indicate your preference for oral or poster contest judging assignment. 
“No preference” is also an acceptable indication. You’re welcome to 
judge in multiple contests if your schedule permits. Multiple assignments 
will be made only as need dictates. 

-When responding indicate whether or not you may have a particular conflict of interest. 

If you are interested in volunteering as a judge email Lawson Priess (Lawson.Priess@fmc.com). Thank you for 
considering this opportunity, and we look forward to hearing from you. 

Call for Judges - 2026 Annual Meeting 

Incoming SWSS Board Members 

 

Vice President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tom Barber 

 

Endowment Fund  
 

 

Hunter Perry 
 

Member at Large 
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Connor Webster 
 

Member at Large 
(Industry) 

John Peppers 

 

Secretary and Treasurer 
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Hannah Wright-Smith 

 

WSSA Representative 
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Updates Corner 

@SouthWeedSciSoc 

SWSS Membership Reminder! 

If you are unable to attend the annual meeting 
this year, remember you can still renew your 

SWSS membership!  

Make sure to go through the meeting registration 
process, and select SWSS membership only. It 
should be a one-time fee of $75 for your annual 

membership for 2026. 

Thank you for your continued 
support of our organization! 

In Memoriam 
 
On behalf of Resolutions and Necrology committee, 
we are requesting that members submit information on 
the death of any current or past members since our last 
meeting that anyone is aware of. Names of any indi-
viduals may be sent with their associated obituary or 
memorial to David Russell (dpr0013@auburn.edu). 

For other society information, 
visit our website: 

http://www.swss.ws/.   

Washington Report 
SWSS WASHINGTON REPORT 

December 8, 2025 
Lee Van Wychen 

 
Shut Down Over, But Lots of Work to Do. 
After 43 days, the longest government shutdown in U.S. history is finally over. The Senate voted 60 to 40 on Mon-
day November 10, followed by a 222 to 209 House vote Wednesday, November 12, to reopen the federal govern-
ment. 
 
The agreement includes three full-year (FY) 2026 appropriations bills covering Agriculture, Veterans Affairs, and 

Legislative Branch operations.  
All other agencies await their fate in the nine remaining appropriations bills, including EPA, Department of the In-

terior, NOAA, and the US Army Corp of Engineers 
They are under a continuing resolution (CR) through January 30, 2026.  
Many  of those committee appropriations bills have been marked up by the House and the Senate, but 
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there is no conference agreement yet. This has implications for programs like the Army Corps of Engi-
neers Aquatic Plant Control. 

 
The agreement also contains a one-year Farm Bill extension keeping research, conservation, and market programs 
running through 2026. This is the 3rd extension of the 2018 Farm Bill. 
 
The USDA NIFA RFA submission process has remained open, however, many RFA deadlines were delayed. The 
new deadline for Pests and Beneficial Species is December 18, 2025. 
 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) charters for both the EPA Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee 

(PPDC) and the National Invasive Species Committee (NISC) Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) 
have lapsed during the shutdown.  

Those charters will need to be renewed 
 

Ag Research Funding- Mixed Results, But Extension and Integrated Funding Remain Steady 
 

 

 
 
WSSA and NAICC Tour of ESA and IPM Issues in NC & VA on Sept. 23-24 
WSSA and the National Alliance of Independent Crop Consultants (NAICC) converged in Richmond, VA on 
September 22 to host a guided tour in VA and NC with special emphasis on the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
along IPM practices. This was our second event of this type cohosting with the NAICC.  In 2024, WSSA and 
NAICC cohosted a tour on ESA issues for Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) staff in Wisconsin.  
 
Tour participants included scientists and professionals from EPA, FWS, and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS, pronounced “nymphs”). Representatives from WSSA included President Hilary Sandler; Bill Chism, Reg-
ulatory Consultant and ESA Committee Chair; Mark VanGessel, EPA Liaison; Lee Van Wychen, Executive Direc-
tor of Science Policy; and Science Policy Fellows, Aleah Butler-Jones from Cornell and Cole Woolard from Texas 
Tech. 
 

 
FY 23 FY 24 FY 25 FY 26 

 ----------------------- $ Millions  ------------------------

USDA- ARS 1,744 1,788 1,788 1,793 

USDA- NIFA - total 1,701 1,679 1,687 1,677 

 Research & Education Activities   

  Hatch Act: Ag Experiment Stations 259 259 265 265 

  Ag & Food Research Initiative (AFRI) 455 445 445 435 

    IR-4: Minor crop use program 15 15 15 15 

  Extension Activities   

  Smith-Lever 3(b) and 3(c) 325 325 325 325 

  Integrated Activities   

  Crop Protection & Pest Management 21 21 21 21 
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From L to R: WSSA Tour Participants: Cole Woolard, Hilary Sandler, Lee Van Wychen, Aleah Butler-Jones, Mark VanGessel, 
and Bill Chism 

 
Photo Caption: A stop at Tidewater Agronomic Research Farms in Belvedere, NC, managed by Stan and Matt Winslow. We had 
32 participants on the tour including nine from EPA, five from USFWS and 3 from NMPS. At each stop we also had various uni-
versity experts, crop consultants, and/or farmers. Stan Winslow (sunhat and white shirt on top right) discusses crop scouting and the 
info they provide to growers. We also had Dr. Dominic Resig from NC State discuss field edge infesting insects like stinkbugs. They 
tend to be more prevalent along field edges to avoid treatment. 
 
 
Photo Caption: A hands on lesson sweeping insects at Tidewater Agronomics Research Farm and determining pests vs beneficials. 
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Photo Caption: A peanut harvest near Jackson, NC on Lassiter Farms. It was the first time for many of us on the tour witnessed a 
peanut harvest, which is a very dusty affair! 
 
 

 
Photo Caption: Stanley Culpepper (far right) and Charlie Cahoon (just out of the picture) addressed weed management and big picture 
issues in farming that will impact ESA implementation. It was an excellent discussion. This was at Mush Island Farms in Weldon, 
NC that was managed by Ellis Taylor. He was a top-notch farmer who worked hard to manage both the economics and conservation 
efforts on his farm. At the other end of this field is the Roanoke River, which is a Pesticide Use Limitation Area (PULA) for the 
Atlantic Sturgeon, an endangered species listed in 2012. 
 
The tours took place on September 23–24, 2025. On the first day, stops included Cedar Point Farms in Wakefield, 
VA, Tidewater Agronomics Research Farm in Belvedere, NC, and a peanut harvest on Lassiter Farms near Jack-
son, NC. After an overnight stay in Roanoke Rapids, NC, we toured Fisher Family Partnership in Whitakers, NC, 
where we saw tobacco and sweet potatoes and finished the tour at Mush Island Farms in Weldon, NC. 
 
Virginia Tech and North Carolina State University Extension Specialists gave great presentations on a host of 
weed and pest management challenges. Other stakeholder groups participating in the tour included the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, North Carolina Peanut Growers and the North Carolina Cotton 
Growers. 
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As tour participants, we observed cotton, peanut, and tobacco crops along with associated conservation and crop 
protection practices. Experts discussed the benefits of cover crops, the process of adding them to a farm manage-
ment program, and the challenges and limitations that they may pose. Speakers also highlighted the role that IPM 
plays in the ability to reduce pesticide use, improve soil health, reduce water runoff and improve biodiversity. 
 
Despite the challenges ahead, connecting farmers, researchers and federal regulators during the tour was a tremen-
dous benefit. It fostered meaningful individual and group interactions and everyone left with a greater understand-
ing on how we must collaborate to provide food for the world profitably while protecting the environment for fu-
ture generations. Plans are already underway to have another tour in 2026, location TBD. A special shoutout to 
our NAICC colleagues who were instrumental in pulling off the event; they were a fantastic group to work with! 
 
Please Visit the WSSA Endangered Species Act Webpage 
https://wssa.net/endangered-species/.  There is a lot of excellent summaries on EPA’s Herbicide Strategy, Insec-
ticide Strategy, Bulletins Live Two, and an Introduction to Pesticide Registration and the Endangered Species Act 
and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ). 
 
EPA Releases Much Improved Version of the PALM App for Determining Runoff and Drift Mitigations 
The EPA has released a mobile-friendly calculator designed to help pesticide applicators determine and document 
ESA label mitigations. The tool, called the Pesticide App for Label Mitigations (PALM), guides users through the 
same mitigation “menu” found on EPA labels and bulletins, then generates a field-level summary that can be saved 
or printed for records. 
 
PALM is intended for use at the field or management-unit level and mirrors EPA’s mitigation tables without re-
quiring applicators to manually sort through them. After answering a series of questions, users receive the required 
spray-drift buffer distance or the number of runoff and erosion mitigation points, along with a list of practices that 
qualify. 
 
Spray Drift Buffer Calculator 
This sequence helps determine whether a buffer is required and what reduction options are available under the la-
bel. Users are asked if the product label references the EPA mitigation menu. If so, they enter the product and 
crop information, application type, boom height, droplet size, drift-reducing agents in the tank mix and whether 
managed areas exist downwind. The output is the buffer distance and any allowable reductions. 
 
Runoff and Erosion Mitigation Calculator 
This sequence calculates how many mitigation points are needed for a field or management unit and which practic-
es can fulfill them. The EPA defines a management unit as a single, contiguous piece of land managed as one unit 
for a crop, which can be subdivided by crop type or by unique field features. 
 
The runoff and erosion flow begins by identifying the field, product and crop. It screens for cases where mitigation 
points are not required, such as spot treatments covering fewer than 1,000 square feet or when a qualifying 
“managed area” exists within 1,000 feet down-gradient. 
 
Examples of managed areas include agricultural fields, pastures, vegetated filter strips, grassed waterways, hedge-
rows, riparian zones, private forests, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres and Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP) acres. Contained irrigation water sources, retention ponds and other runoff structures 
also qualify. 
 
If mitigation is required, PALM walks users through a 12-step process to document label targets. Applicators input 
county and state information, slope and soil type, tillage and cover crop use, and conservation practices such as 
terraces, waterways and filter devices. Points are awarded for practices across three categories: in-field, field-
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adjacent and systems that capture runoff. Additional points are given for using less than the maximum labeled rate 
of a pesticide. A final summary lists total points and the practices credited. 
 
Both calculators end with a printable summary of answers and results for record keeping. EPA emphasizes that 
PALM is an aid for planning and documentation, not a substitute for following label directions or state regulations. 
Applicators are still responsible for meeting all requirements. The tool is available at: 
www.epa.gov/pesticides/pesticide-app-label-mitigations     
 
MAHA Report Released September 9. Improvements Made Compared to May Draft. 
On September 9, 2025, the Make Our Children Healthy Again (MOCHA) Strategy Report was published by the 
MAHA Commission. A follow-up to the first draft published in May 2025, the MOCHA Strategy Report outlines 
128 policy recommendations to address the growing incidence of chronic illness among American children. While 
the MOCHA Strategy Report still identifies chemical exposure as a contributor to childhood chronic illness, the 
report’s tone is tempered regarding any specific chemical threats.  
 
Shift in Tone on Pesticides 

May 2025 draft: 
Singled out glyphosate and atrazine for potential health effects. 
Relied on disputed or questionable sources for glyphosate claims. 
Warned about corporate influence and bias in pesticide science. 

 
September 2025 report: 

No longer singles out glyphosate or atrazine. 
Does not call for bans or direct restrictions on pesticide use. 
Promotes confidence in EPA’s “robust” science-based pesticide review process. 
Calls for streamlining approval processes to ensure timely access to new pest-management products. 
Affirms that key crop protection tools will remain available to farmers. 

 
Precision Agriculture & Innovation 

Strongly prioritized in the final report. 
Recommends research and programs to: 

Optimize pesticide applications. 
Reduce overall pesticide volumes. 
Support farmer adoption of precision technologies. 

Encourages USDA–EPA partnerships with private industry for technology development and deploy-
ment. 
 

Soil Health & Sustainability 
Expanded emphasis beyond pesticides. 
Promotes soil stewardship through programs like EQIP and CSP. 
Highlights practices that build soil organic matter and enhance soil composition. 
Encourages more locally driven decision-making in conservation efforts. 
Encourages greater transparency and awareness of pesticide review processes. 
Positions EPA’s regulatory role as rigorous and reliable. 
Shifts away from the earlier narrative of corporate manipulation of science. 

 
Overall Approach 

May 2025 draft: adversarial tone, pesticide-focused critiques, suspicion of corporate influence. 
September 2025 report: tempered, farmer-friendly, focused on regulatory reform, precision agricul-

ture, and soil stewardship. 
Implementation and adoption will determine whether these strategies meaningfully improve agricultural 

practices and public health. 



 

 10 

Prior to the release of the MAHA report, which was released almost a month late on September 8 from its initial 
due out August 12, the WSSA joined 31 other national organizations in a letter to Health and Human Services Sec-
retary RF Kennedy Jr, USDA Secretary Rollins and EPA Administrator Zeldin urging them to seek public com-
ment after the MAHA report was released. The letter and signatories are available HERE. 
 
I would like to give a special thank you to my Science Policy Fellows, Aleah Butler-Jones and Cole Woolard for 
their in-depth analysis and help with this article. 
 
 
Regenerative Farming Pilot Program Proposed 
The MAHA report includes a proposal to launch a regenerative farming pilot program. The term “regenerative 
farming” is not specifically mentioned, but instead falls under the guise of “Soil Health and Stewardship of the 
Land”. The initiative aims to provide farmers with tools and support to improve soil health, enhance sustainabil-
ity, and increase the adoption of practices like prescribed grazing, soil health systems, and water management. It 
remains to be seen how USDA will define and implement this pilot program. Many different definitions and con-
cepts exist for regenerative farming, but I believe weed research and management, such as cover crops and no-till, 
will be at the core of this.  
 
A couple of states have adopted a legal definition of regenerative farming (CA and VT) 
4 main principles - Vermont 

contributes to generating or building soils and soil fertility and health; 
increases water percolation, increases water retention, and increases the amount of clean water running off 

farms; 
increases biodiversity and ecosystem health and resiliency; and 
sequesters carbon in agricultural soils. 

Who is going to be in charge of the pilot program? NRCS? ARS? FSA? 
 

Regenerative farming and IPM/cover crops are strongly linked. WSSA will continue to work with USDA as they 
move forward with this program. 
 
Science Policy Fellows Visit DC – Discuss Many Weed Science Issues 
On November 12-14, WSSA Science Policy Fellows Aleah Butler-Jones from Cornell and Cole Woolard from 
Texas Tech visited the nation’s Capital to meet with their Senators and Congressmen from their home state. We 
also had a lengthy discussion with House Agriculture Committee staff on a number of topics including the availa-
bility of DJI drones for use in site-specific weed management.   
 
As of December 2025, DJI drones aren't fully banned in the U.S., but a potential ban looms, with a December 23, 
2025, deadline for a mandated security audit under the 2025 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that, if 
missed, triggers an automatic addition to the FCC's "Covered List," blocking new imports and future soft-
ware/network access due to national security concerns over Chinese ties. 
 
Our main focus points for the state visits were on funding for the Crop Protection 
 
and Pest Management (CPPM) program and the IR-4 program, including the capacity funding for Smith Lever 
3(b) and 3(c) and the Hatch Act programs. As noted above in the FY 2026 agriculture appropriations, we were 
happy to see all of those programs maintain level funding, especially in the current budget conditions. 
 
Our visits also included meeting new science and government affairs staff at CropLife America as well as a meet-
ing with the National Cotton Council of America and Cotton Incorporated. One of the hot button issues we dis-
cussed was the support for uniform federal pesticide labeling under FIFRA Section 24(b), which the six national 
and regional weed science societies support. The Agricultural Labeling Uniformity Act reaffirms that only the EPA 
can set pesticide labeling and packaging requirements, preventing states from imposing conflicting rules. Recent 
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actions in some states contradict EPA-approved pesticide labels, which creates regulatory inconsistency, disrupts 
commerce, and undermines public confidence in federal science-based regulation.  
 
At the same time, we support state’s rights to regulate pesticides under FIFRA Section 24(a) and 24(c). FIFRA 
Section 24(a) says that states can add their own rules for selling or using pesticides, as long as they don't contra-
dict FIFRA. FIFRA Section 24(c) allows states to register a pesticide for a new use or a new product to solve a 
"special local need" not covered federally, but it requires EPA review and approval and is only for use within that 
state. 
 
Finally, we met with several staff members from the House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee, in-
cluding the new Professional Staff member overseeing funding for the $10 billion Army Corp of Engineers Civil 
Works (ACOE-CW) program. We focused specifically on funding for the ACOE-CW Aquatic Plant Control pro-
gram. The program has received $5 to $7 million annually between 2018 to 2024, but did not receive any funding 
in FY 2025 because Congress did not pass an appropriations bill, nor did the ACOE-CW include it in their budget 
plan. We highlighted the fact that the ACOE-CW Aquatic Plant Control program is the nation’s only federally au-
thorized program for research and development of effective, science-based strategies to manage invasive aquatic 
weeds and discussed the letter supported by 11 organizations, including WSSA and APMS, highlighting the im-
portance of the program.  
 
Weed Science Societies Submit Comments on USDA-ARS Draft Biocontrol Roadmap 
The draft Biocontrol and Bio-Based Tools Research Roadmap presents a good first step toward the development 
and adoption of biocontrol and other bio-based strategies in agricultural production under a shared vision for sus-
tainable pest, weed, and disease management. Its long-term impact, however, will depend on how effectively these 
concepts are translated into coordinated research, practical applications, and measurable outcomes for growers. 
The document could be improved by clearly articulating how biocontrol and other bio-based strategies could be 
integrated across different production systems or describing the barriers preventing its integration. USDA-ARS 
posed five questions for comment. The Weed Science Societies comments can be read here. 
 
 
Recent U.S. Graduates Exempt from New H-1B Fee 
The Trump Administration has clarified that the new $100,000 H-1B visa fee will not apply to recent graduates of 
U.S. institutions transitioning from an F-1 student visa to an H-1B, as this is considered a "change of status." 
While the guidance from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services allows for exceptions on an individual basis, it 
appears to rule out a blanket exemption for higher education institutions.  
  
The American Council on Education has asked the Department of Homeland Security to exempt U.S. colleges and 
universities from the fee, noting that "faculty, researchers, and staff hired under H-1Bs educate domestic students 
in areas of national need, such as health care, engineering, and education fields."  Other organizations have also 
urged broader relief and filed lawsuits challenging the fee's implementation.  
 
Lee Van Wychen, Ph.D.                       
Executive Director of Science Policy 
Weed Science Society of America 
5720 Glenmullen Pl, Alexandria, VA 22303 
Cell: 202-746-4686 
 
Meetings of the National and Regional Weed Science Societies 
Dec 15-18, 2025 North Central Weed Science Society (NCWSS), Grand Rapids, MI  www.ncwss.org   
Jan. 5 - 8, 2026  Northeastern Weed Science Society (NEWSS), Hershey, PA  www.newss.org  
Jan. 26 - 29, 2026  Southern Weed Science Society (SWSS), Nashville, TN www.swss.ws   
Feb. 9 - 12, 2026  Weed Science Society of America (WSSA), Raleigh, NC  www.wssa.net  
Mar 2 - 5, 2026 Western Society of Weed Science (WSWS), Tucson, AZ www.wsweedscience.org  
Jul. 13 - 16, 2026  Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS), Phoenix, AZ www.apms.org  


