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PRESTDENTTAL ADDRESS

V. S. Searcy
President, Southern Weed Conference

Since you bestowed on me the highest honor that can come to an
individual in this conference, I have pondered meny times what I
should say to you that would be timely, informative, and that, I hope

would express to you my siincere sppreciation for the honor and this
opportunity.

The moxe I thought about 1t the more I realized it was not an easy
underteking. By tradition no one agsigns or even suggests a topic for

this occasion. Therefore, what I am about to say falls under several
headings. '

First, I shall discuss the status of weed workeres as T see them,
Weed workers have been orgenized in this country for only a relstively
few years-~the southern weed workers fox thirteen yeers, some regions
for a slightly longer period, and the Weed Society of Amerilca only
since 1956. Everyone who talks sbout weed control as we know it today
proclaims the great sdvances that have been made in these few venrs.
Most people in this f£ield sgree thel chemical weed control. end its
remifications is a scientific discipline., I am in full agrecment and
I am sure that most of you are. - But I ssk you who else veully believes
it? Have we reelly convinced anyone but ourselves? I will adwuit that
the ARS-USDA recognizes the discipline, since they have tvo weed sec-
tions, but are thelr workers classified as weedologists? Ue ctarted as
e hodgepodge of seversl dilsciplines and we are still larvgely s hodge-
podge. Do you know of an institution of higher learning that offers
any kind of degree in weedology? How many agricultural experinent
stations concentrate thelr weed workers in one group or depertment where
thelr efforts can be ccordinated and theilr facilities fully utillzed?

I do not believe that anyone would agree to put plant pathologists or
entomologists in various depertments. Yet this is just =5 loglcal as
having weed workers in various departments.

I am not offering this as a criticism of any person or perscns
outgide of weed workers, but rather a criticism of our own group. T
wonder how many of us, when we have the opportunity, teke ths time to
explain this dilemma to anyone cutside our own group. Are we satisfied
with present arrsngements? Or are we afrald we might be shifted where
we think we might not want to be? How much does petty Jjealousy end
selfishr.ess enter into the picture? I cannot give you an answver to
these questions, but I dov know that if we are ever to aschieve full
recognition as a zcientific discipline, we must tell our stozy every
time we have the opportunity. I belleve most land-gront universities
will eventually aword advenced degrees in weedology Jjust cs they do in



plant pathology and entomology, but not until we prove to them there
is a need. Ve cannot be satisfled with- statas quo and expect much -
more recognition fhan we now: have.“

‘

I am a great believer in freedom of choice. I believe a man is
born a free agent, Lo choose as he pleases.’ I aleo believe that once
a man has made a cholce he 1s not free to lgnore it. You are free to
choose your wife, but once you have made the' choice you are not free
to do as you pleac2. You may chocse to go fishing or hunting Saturday,
but your wife may decide that you ‘are going to rake leaves in the yard
or go shopping with her. I assume 'most cf" you chose to be a weed

vorker of some kind and once’that choice was made it carxried responsi-
bilitiesg , T

T em proud to say that I do"not know of any member of this con-
ference who refused to perform any duty aeked of him and this haes been
reflected in the fine conferences we have had ond in the one we are:
now engaged. But, it is not enough Just- to do what we are asked to do.
We must take advantage of zvery gqpportunity to present to the public
end our co~workers the importance.of and the place of weedology. It is
not too difficult to show the importance of weed control in crops to a
farmer, buf how many of us take the time to explain to the general
public that weed control is vitally important to them.. I =m sure that
very few people realize that the cost of weed control or the lack of
weed control. is included in their light, water, gas, doctor, highway,
rood, clothing and freight hills. Without weed control whet would our
recreational areas, parks, ond lawns look like? These are some of the
things that I do not believe the generel public understands, snd I
believe it is our rebponcibilitykto inform them.: I also believe that
it is our responsibllity to inform them that we are not in this busi-
ness for the sole purpose of increasing sgriculture production as such,
but rathé® to be more éfficient in controlling wzeds in all of the
areas just mentioned, tbercby reducing cost and man hours. The con-
suring public always benefits from this kind of savings.

This brings te mind another responsibility thet all agricultural
workers have &nd <hat 15 to inform everyone with whom they come in
contact the imporfance o7 asriculture to every parson in this country.
In genereal, agriculbure has a bad press. Agrlcultural megazines are
exceptions and T reallze there are exce tions i othar news media and
thank God for thoise exceptionz.. T believe this bad press to be-'due to
a large degree i> ignorance, Iindifferenue, speclal interests, and sen-
sationalism. How meny ncuspepers, itagezines, radio and TV stations
have an agricultural editor trcined in agriculture cn their starff? I

-cannot answer this, but T do %nov the percentage is small. There are

two sides to every story or guestion, but too frequently only one side
is given vhen it connern agrieculture,

One of the best examples I can site is Life Magazine of November
30, 1959, There is a 10-pege spread with the title "The Farm Surplus
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You're Paying For." Those 10 pages are made up mostly of photographs
showing exceptions rather than the rule. The farmer shown on the last
two peges "is worth seversl million dollars." In the Tirst 150 words
of copy the farm problzm is mentioned five times. With the exception
of the first sentence I shall quote the first parasgraph: "In this
strange land of plenty, its storage bing already spiliing from unend-
ing crop surpluses, e new bumper‘'yield was & familiar catastrophe.
But it served forcibly to remind the U.S. that its most dismayling
domestic trouble~-the farm problem---had reached en adsanced state of
-economic and political crisis.” I ask you, since when in the entire
history of mankind hkas it been considered a cetastrophe--an advenced
state of economic and political. crisls-~to produce an abundance of
‘food and fiber by any nation in the world. In contrast to this so-
called catastrophe for producing an sbundence of agricultural com-
modities in this country I should like to quote part of an item I saw
in the Birminghem News, second scction, page 15. 'Moscow, Dcec. 22 -
(AP) - The Communist Central. Committee began a plenary moct_ub at the
Kremlin today to discuss Soviet agricultulw

"Tass reported that Soviet premicr Xhrruscichev, who uever tires
of appealing for increased faim b3 oductton« cpenad the n.eting.”

It is cbvious that the athéigt dictator of Soviel Russia 1ealizes

thet they must have an abundance of rood and flbey if they are to
remaln a world power. .

There are btwo more sentenues I shouﬂd ltke to quote fron Lue
issue of Life Magazine I mentioned ewrllox. From the third paragreph,
first sentence I quote, "The probiem ig, the result of a govermnant.
subsidy progren thab has sprouted. into o ‘naticnel egccindal." From theé
fourth parugraph, first sentence. "This ‘year the bumper corn and wheat

' crops dramatjbalJJ exposed the; extravagnnt folly of the government's

subsidy progrumn." Whiy ils Life Magazine as well as-meny others, trying
to inflame She public egainst farni subsidies? Is 1% an atbtept to
blind them to the sutzidies received by magazines, education, railroads,
highways, air lines, utilitles, shipping Indusury, oil indurtry, fast
tax write-coff for other industry, teriffs and wuny others, For the past
5C years fermers have reczived only five dollars for svexy 1000 dollars
the govermment has peid in subsidies. :I-would bz the last to say that
these subsidies werc not for the benefit of all owr pecple. Bub, I do

jreseau being told that the farm ﬁabsidy i o nutional scendal without
any mention of other scbsidies. - ‘Fermers gre Jjust ag eniitled to a.falr

return on their capital, intelligence, education, and effcrt as any
other group. How meny people reslize that the first divect subsidy by

‘the Federsl Government was paid in 1845 when congress authorlzed the.
4postmaster general to award maill subsidies. - ¥Why don't we f£ind magezine
“articles on the extravegant folly of the government‘s subsidy to thoese

just mentioned ond reveal how many billions of dollare they have re-

_celved and are receiving nov, - For Gods sake who has Dblessed us with
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plenty, for this great nation of ours and for menkind let us tell the
whole truth, the whole story, gbout our wonderful agriculture.

Presenting only one sidé of a stozy'is the same as & half truth
or the same as the research worker who' skews his results., It is worse
than none.. The most notorious half truih that I can think of and which
I do not consider worthy of discussion with this group was the handling
of the amitrol-cranberry incident and I shall not mention it agein. We
should never let the public foxget that this is ‘the best fed and clothed
country in the world--that'it reqpires ‘less labor to buy a loaf of bread,
a dozen eggs, & quart of- milk and’almost any other agricultural product
than any other major country in the’ world, and that it requires less
labor to buy these items today in this country than any time in the past
several decades, We can and should be proud of this achievement.

The efficient production of agricultural commodities has released
labor for industry to make this’ country the biggest producer of indus-
trial and consumer goods the world hds ever seen. A hungry man. cannot
produce much of anything, nor can he produce when his children are cry-
ing from hunger. His one thought is food. Most “people in our country
cannot appreciate this since few have known hunger. In times of na-
tional and international crisis, a country will rise or fall on its
gbility to produce an abundance of food and fiber and I hope I shall
never sec a time when we do not have & ‘surplus of both. History tells
us & nation that allows its agriculture to ‘become worn out 1is soon a
second, third, or fourth rate nation. We Bhould get on our knees every
night and thank God for our abundance, ~Theré will be a catastrophe
when we fail to produce an abundance of food and fiber.

1 am sure that weed workers have contributed substantially to the
efficient production of farm commodities, to the reduced cost of main-
taining of hizhways, rallroads, utilities,,industrial sites, recrea-
tional areas, water systems, and many other areas. I am also sure that
greater advances will be mnde in the future, but the rapidity of the
advance will be measured by how we as individuals, and collectively as-
sume the responsibilities that we now face. I am confident we will
accept these responsibiiities,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS IN AGRICULTURE

Louis H. Wileon
Secretary and Director of Information
National Plant Food Institute, Washington 6, D. C.

 Scmetime ago, the Dean of’ one. of our great land—grant colleges
gave me the definition of ' good public relations",..and this is the way
he put it: "Good public relations is living'right...and getting credit
for it." Coy i -

The Dean's definition affords me the opportunity of saying that
virtually all segments in our agricultural economy are "living right"...
but they are not "getting credit for it."

. Too many American farmers are in the consumer s dog-house. They
deserve better treaiment

Butq..b°f01o ¢elving into the 1mportant subject..,"Public Rela-
tions. in Agriculture"...I would like to talk briefly with you about
your own puplic relations. I don't intend to become "bogged down" in
the cranbnrly Lpnﬂodcru I'm boing to' be still about stilbestarol...and
I'm not "pont np" about penlcillin.‘.but very s2riously speaking...
sometimes wo are innoucent by--stenders to a bed public relaticns situa~
tion. 1 would prosume that few here "todey would disagree with the
premise thot 1he pesticides induutvy is the vietim of a bad presse..
and I thint theve are many things we can do to turn this negative con-
dition into a pocitive ou behelf of the industxy.

First of wll...vou have a chailenge to tell the consumer, as well
as the apricnlLuVul public, ahcut the vast economic benefits to be had
through the proper,” cfficlent, and adequatc use of weed killers. Tn
fact...you have :iore than o challenge...you have & responcibility, which
becomes of significaat economic importance when your industry suffers
because of inadzquatce public relations in the field of pesticides or
wead killers.

I like ¢ precu rclease...iesued by my good fiiends in the National
Agricultural. Caznical.s Association recently: "Wzeds," the release
stotes, "are tha thieves and gengsters of the plant world. They steal
water, food =nd sunlight from desirable plants, Some poison livestock
and ceuse diseas»s in men. (nc...the African witch weed..aactually kills
corn and other grirs plants by feeding on their roots."

This i the prelude to a discussion that followed scme recent Wash-
ington develcpments.

One of the best "tools" you have to ccmbat poor public relations
with in your industry...is the truth ebout the products you sell...the
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benefits that are provided to”the user...and the tremendous value your
products have in maintaining our comforteble standard of living.

A few years ago.,.the Department of Agriculture estimatod that
veeds cost farmers four billion dollars a year.

NAC tells us that today it is possible to kill as many as twenty
million weeds in an hour inmany crops with tractor-drawn spray equip-
ment. A vast ‘contrast to the man w1th a.hoe of not eo wany yesrs ago.

I'm not going to insult your intslligence by enumerating ways and
means whereby you can utilize your knowledge and conduct your Jjob more
effectively...but I can't resist saying that a "bad press' does not
‘mature in a good public relations ¢limate. To use a chemical analogy...
some pre-emergence measures must be adopted.

" Because of the vast misunderstanding as to the economic value and
the general Importence of weed. killers...a good public relations pro-
gran assumes great significance. Thereforg...you profitably can .
solicit, and in most instances attain, a sympethetic underrtandlng of -
veed control problcms...wrth t personal visit to YOur newspaper...tele-
vision o radin statlon.,.your fari magazine @dltor.,,and others re-
sponsib]o for keeplng the Qublic 1nfcrmeda‘

" I'1L wager that 411 too few pecple in ag1iéultﬁral cormunications
e es0r Iin sny other kind of communlcationseorthink of weeds in terms of
billion dollar louses,

While 1 do not wish to be presumptuous., I do beli=ve recent
events nuke it lipevsative for you to strengthen your eaucational pro-
gram in terms of 1nfo*m1ng users of weed control chemicels about the
importance of following djreculons...observ1ng rigid safety require-
ments...and in using practices that do not do viclence to common sense.
The job:is not easy...but it is- essential; if you are to mwaintain a
reputetion commensurate with the service you perform.

Finally...and thia is not whal the lawyers call a "self-serving
declaration"...I would urge you to support your trade association...
and utilize the services of your land-grant colleges. Thesc agencies
have wide acceptability...are staffed with competent. men.,.and théy
havé a "stake" in telling a forthright story on the importance of
adequate weud control. )

I would like to usc Just one zlemental example, with apollgies...
and I picked up this information in a conference with orficisals of the
National Agricultural Chemicdls Associatiou...ani I quote:

"It is very important thet herbicides be used according to label
direction For best results. 'Read and follow the label' should be re-
peated over end over in releases, speeches, etc. until every farmer
realizes tbh=t proper use is the best use. Although herbicides do not
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present the hazards to humans that other esgricultural chemicals may
present, nonetheless, extreme care must be exercised to prevent damage
to susceptible planto through drift, improper application, or other
poor practices.”

I used the word...elemental...advisedly,..because the cornerstone
of a good public relations program for you hinges on the elemental
practices. :

Now...I'd like to be more specific in discussing the public re-
lations problems of a man very close(to'us...the Americen farmer.

. Some attention is being given to the fact that farmers are be-

coming a smaller group, numerically...and consequently, politically.

Mind you...I didn‘t say, "farmers are becoming less important." On the
contrary...they are becoming increasingly importent in our nationel
economy...but their public relations is in poor repair. Too much atten-
tion has been gilven to the numericel significance of the farm population,
We are constantly told that farmers only represent about 10 per cent of
our population. The fact is, that four out of ten workers in the United
States are employed in agriculture and related industries. Here are the

‘facts. Out of 62 million workers, 25 million are in agriculture and re-

lated industries: 10 million work on farms; 6 million produce for or
service farmers; and 9 million process or distribute farm products. 1In
gddition...250 thousand scientists are working on projects releted to
agriculture. These facts...reported by one of our great farm mage-
zines...give us a little better picture of the importance of agriculture
in our economy.

But, let’s go farther...how menj‘folks know that the sverage value
of assets per-farm is $l41,500.007?

That the investment: per paid worker on farms is 3 times as great
as the investment per production worker in the manufacturing industry?
($25,000.00 compared to $8,000.00)

Farmers are on: of the biggest customers of industry...they use 50
millicn tons of cheinicals ennuelly...they use enough steel each year to
manufacture 4,300,000 automobiles...they use enough rubber each year to
put tires on 6 million cars...wud agriculture buys more petroleum each
year than any other industry.

Notwithstandinz his importance to the well-being of the Nation,..
the American farmer is a greetly misunderstood men. He has a good story
to tell...and the story needs telling.

Most of us concerned with agriculture or its problems...either
have not had the time...or the inclination to delve into the public
relations position of the farmer. It 1s a fascinating story...one
replete with achievements.
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Dr. Russell Coleman...Executive Vice President of the National
Plant Food Institute...was asked recently why consumers don't under—
stand the farm problem, Here 's part of his reply:

NT think it's because the American’ public has never been hungry.
We take food for granted. We'don't think of its production as essential
and Important. We have always had a plentiful supply of food.

"Perhaps a 2h-hour shortage of food would do more than anything
else to convince the American people that food production is equally as

important to our security as are the latest armaments Khruschev con-
slders it so in Russia. , -

At the beginnlng...I told you that too meny farmers are in. the
"corisumer's dog house." That's not only my ‘opinion, but the opinion
of some. of the leading educators in the country. When I attended the
annusl meeting of the Natlonal ‘Association County Agricultural Agents
in Kansas City. recently, T heard Dr. Arthur D. Weber...Dean of Agri-
culture, Kansas State University.?.make{this statement...and I quote:

"Those who take food for granted and meke snide remarks about
farmers forget thet few other pecple 1n the world can indulge in such
extravagances. They’ overlook, too, that vere it not for the applica-
tion of science and techhology to agricultural problems, they, thenm-
selves, . qnite likely would be, groveling out a bare subsistence by
tilling a small plot of land

"The cold, hard fact is that never have agridultural public
relations been st a lower ebb than now. The distressing fact also is
that therc was never lesc real Justificatlon for misunderstanding ‘of
the motives end objectlves ‘of” farm people, nor for misinterpretation '
of agrlcultural problems than there is today. '

"The difficulty, perhaps, is that’never before have so few been
able to provide food for so many. Unfortunately...farmerwu.unow a
small minority group,..have ‘not got their true story to the urban,
non-farm population. Doing that...in my Judgment...ls a major respons-
ibility.which agricultural extension workers must share with agricul-
tural’ 501entists, teacbers, farmers and f’riends of agriculture’
generally." ik

Frankly,u.too much empha51s cannot be placed on the obsérvations
of Dean Weber. Ve must all share the’ respon51bl11ty of telling the
farmer '8, story...but.. haying an earnest desire to, help tell agricul-
ture's story is not enough,- There are facts to be assembled and we
must not be guilty of talking to ourselves: Howfever...at the risk of
being contradictory...we, ourselves, must be informed before we can
tell the story of agrlculture to others._ Getting the facts is not an
easy job...but they are availsble...in the’'United" ‘States Department of

Agriculture...in the lend-grant colleges...and in our great farm organ-
izations.
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Facts like these...paraded by one of the great Midwestern farm
paper editors and I quote:

"First, we should not discount- the ‘importance of farming to the
nation just because we have no warries’ gbout food or because farmers pre-
sumably are always caught in price troubles, Per capita income on farms
is asbout helf the income of non-farm employment. This is disparity. A
wvay to change it must be found S

"Agriculture is the biggest buyer...seller...and borrower in the
United States. : ‘

"The inventory of farm machinery alone is greater than the assets
of the American steel industry and five times that of the automobile
industry. , .

"Each year farmers purchase farm supplies worth about 16 billion
dollars.

"The agricultural plant each year increases its use of capital, of
science and technology, of management and research.

"In its dilemma...agriculture requires the understanding of the
urkan population. - In fact, it also demands greater understanding from
farmers themselves. Agriculture is involved in vast changes..declining
farm population, the increase in the size of farms and mechanization.

The changes bring nrobleme of adaption of technology, of staggering. sur-
pluses and increased costs. The complex situation perplexes the: experts.

And now...if you'll pardon a cliche..."Gold is where you find it."
I found a wealth of sound judgment and information in a talk recently
delivered by Dr. L. L. Rummell...Dean of the College of Agriculture..,.
Ohio-State University. He was talking on "Communication in Public.Re-
lations!:..at a meeting of the Americen Association of Land-Grant Colleges
and State Universities...a little over a year ago. T

“Hesaid that communication aspects of public relations in land-grant
colleges include two kinds of problems, namely: (1) Public understanding,
recognition and support of agricultural research and education, and (2) -
means to bring scilentific and. educational knowledge of the institutions
before the, public. He emphasized that both functions merit attention of
top administrativeauthority in the institutlons...and here I would in-
clude agricultural industries and others having a concern for the welfare
of farming.

Here:is aipotent statement frcm his address and I quote:

"In an age of jets, satellites and atomic power, we in agricultural
education and research still depend too much upon concepts and agencies
of communication characteristie of the horse age."
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He,further states that:

"Public relations is part of the life-stream of industry. It gets
executive attention. Coupled with market research and sales promotion,
it keeps the public reasonably dissatisfied with, new models of automo-
biles, and thus we (or our wives) wish for a new car each year. It . ..
tests our reaction to air travel, soap or tooth, paste, our ideas on. .
chain stores and supermarkets, big business and labor unions, politicel‘-
candidates--and shapes our thinking accordingly.

"Yet we who teach the ingredients'of public felations--with.one of.
the greatest products (research and education) in all the world to mer-
chandise--have failed to communicate adequately with the public.

"That's harsh--unjustified—-you say?

"With all our mass communication media--bulletins, extension,
field days, fairs, films, farm press, news releases, radio and TV--
still many of our farmers think agricultural research is done by the

feed or machinery company, or by extension, and one out of five does
not even venture a guess as to who. does it."

Now...let me remind you that these conclusions are those of Dean
Rummell...a respected educator from one of our great land-grant. col-
leges. But...I would go one step farther and say that while, the agri—
cultural colleges, themselves, must share a large. part of the responsi-
bility for telling the farmer's story...we, in industries wherein
-farmers are our customers, .also have a responsibility The least we can.
do is to give agricultural leaders...agricultural workers...and agri-
cultural affiliates the facts which they can use advantageously to bring
the contributions of farmers in focus. e

'Dean Rummell makéb the statement that "we have modestly withheld
.our own story, or else have failed to communicate in the right way to
“the right people."

I would hazard the opinion that the Dean concludes we have.spent
too much time tealking to ourselVes. Now...maybe I'm guilty too..be—
‘cause I'm talking to an audience. who is,not unappre01ative of the
American farmer. But...I rationalize the presentation of these facts .
ag glving you ammunition...a challenge to use. the ammunition...a series
of self-serving declarations...which you .can use to improve the public
relations position of, agriculture.;,ﬁ,, :

There'!s an old saying to the effect that...in the presence of
trouble...some people .grow. wings, others. buy crutches. But...as is so0
well illustrated in the follouing stanza...it's all up to us:

B
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Isn't it strange that princes and kings
And clowns that ceper in sawdust rings
And common folk like you and me

Are builders of eternity.

To each is given & bag of tools

A shapeless mass, a book of rules

And each must make ere life is flown

A stumbling block or a stepping stone.-

You are the fellow who has to decide
Whether you'll do it oritoss it aside.
You are the fellow who makes up your mind
Whether you'll lead or linger behind.

Whether you'll try for this goal that's afar,
Or just be contented to stay vhere you are.

Take it or leave it--here s something to do.
Just think it over--it's all up to you,
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MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING
SOUTHERN WEED CONFERENCE

Buena Vista Hotel
Biloxi, Mississippi

Jonuary 21, 1960

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Searcy, President of the

Southern Weed Conference at 1:15 p.m.

Dr. Porter moved that the minutes of the 1959 meeting be approved
The motion passed.

as printed and distributed. The motion was geconded.

President Searcy requested that the Treasurer's Report be presented.

The report was presented by Dr. Porter.

gouthern Weed Conference
Financial Statement

Conference Year
ASSETé:

I. Carry Over
II. Receipts 1959 Meeting

A. Banquet ‘
B. Reglistration Desk
Total

III. BSale of Proc. After Meeting
IV. Sustaining Members
V. Refuhd, 1958 President

vEXPENDITURES:

1959 Meeting'
A. Banquet
B. Registration
Total

Production of 1959 Proceedings
Stamps - Secretary -

1959 Program

1960 Badges

Service Contract °

Bocal Arrangements
President's Office

Carried Forwvard

- 269 -

1959

$409. 50
989.00

TOTAL

h09§50
k1.03

$2799 .46

1398.50
488.32
710.00

L. 4o

h50.53.

717.06

69.68

56.85
21.00
22.66
19.87

L.90

-.'~$ﬁwo£8




Brought Forward: $1362.55

Bank Charge 0.35
Stamp Pad : : 5.10
Preparation of 1960 Research Reports : 629.35
1960 Program o - 75.96

TOTAL $2073.31

Total in Bank o 3321.37

TOTAL ‘ $5400.68

Respectfully submitted,

/8/ Walter K, Porter, Jr.
W. K. Porter, Jr.
Secretary-Treasurer

APPROVED:
Auditing Committee:
/s/ Henry Andrewvs
/8/ 0. E. Rud

It vas moved and seconded that Dr. Porter's report be accepted.
The motion passed.

President Scarcy requested that Mr. Andrews, chalrnan of the
Mditing Committee, present the Auditor's Report. Mr. Andrews
reported that the Treasurer's Report was found to be in order.
Mr. Andrews then moved that his report be accepted. The motion
was seconded. The motion passed.

President Searcy then gave o report of the Executive Boax
meeting, After discussing various actions of the Executive Board
wlth the conference, President Searcy requested discussion on the
matter of whether or not the conference meeting should be held
every twe years so as not to coincide with the Weed Sociely of America,
After some discussion, Dr. Davis moved that in view of the quality of
the program that was belng conducted at Biloxi and the value of the
papers presented, that the Southern Weed Conference should meet

anmually as it has been doing in the past. The motion was seconded.
The motion passed unanimously.

President Searcy then reported that the 1961 meeting would be held
in the Boreno Hotel, St. Petersburg, Florida, January 18, 19, and 20,
and that the 1962 meeting be held at the Hotel Patten, Chattanoogs,
Tennessee, on January 17, 18, and 19.

President Searcy then called for a report of the Legislative _
Committee by Dr. Darrow. ]
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Dr. Holstun moved the acceptance of his report which was seconded.
The motion carried unanimously. Dr. Rodgers then moved that the
proposals made in the report be approved by the conference. The
motion was seconded. The original motion” was amended to delete a
reference to the first common name proposed being designated as "T"
end that the WSA Committee be requested to devise’ temporary common
names that would be useable before the final acceptence of a common
name by WSA. The amendment was accepted. The amendment and the
original motion both passed unanimously. ::(The report of this Com-
mittee as presented herein, includes the amendments referred to.)

President Searcy then called for the report of the Public
Relations Committee. Leonard Lett gave the report.

- REPORT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The committee developed preliminary plans for publicizing the
1960 Southern Weed Conference prior to the meeting of the conference
Program Committee on July 27, 1959 at Fayetteville, Ark,

The chairman of the Public Relarions Committee attended this
meeting and presented the proposed plans for publicizing the con-

ference. The committee approved the following procedures for handling
'the publicity of the conference:

Three press releases giving pertinent fects on the conference were
to be prepared and mailed to the following agencies and organizations
prior to the conference: major farm and trade publications, directors
of information at land-grant colleges, “and selected local papers in
the area where the meeting is to be held

Two releascs summarizing the papers presented during the meeting,
end information concerning new officers and ﬁuture meetings of the
conference will be made available during the conference.

The Public Relations Committce would like to present the follow-
ing recommendations for consideration: (1) That the Chairman or a
representative of the Public Relations Committeé meet with the
Program Committee prior to the conference each year; (2) that the-
Public Relations Committce, as appointed by the new president, be
given permission to contact public relation directors representing
the land-grant collcpge system, farm publications, farm or commodity
organizations, to obtain suggestions for formulating a definite
plan for publicizing the Southern Weed Conference. The arrangements

would be subject to the approval of the officers of tho Southern Weed
Confercnce before tnking action.




The Public Relations Committec would like to thank the program
participants who contributed copies or abstracts of their papers used

in publieizing the conference, and Dr. Don Davis for his assistance
in assembling these papers. -

Respectfully submitted,

Leonard Lett, Chairman
Jack Dreessen
Fred Elliott

Mr. Lett moved the acceptance of his report. The motion was seconded,
and approved.

: Prééident Searcy calléd for thae réport of the Program chalrman.
Dr., Davis stated that he had no report to be given. The committee was

commended by the President for the excellent program that was developed’
for this ¢onference. -

The President then asked for the report of thé Resolutions Commitiee. ﬂ;
This report was given by Dr. Porter. Dr. Porter moved that a resulotion
of thanks to the hotel be approved and that the Secretary so inform the

- hotel. This motion was seconded and passed unanimously. This resolu-
tion is shown separately. .

President Seércy then”asked for the report of the Local Arrange-
ments Committee. Dr. McWhorter reported briefly on the activities of
his committee during the year in planning for the conference. Dr.

MeWhorter moved the acceptance of his report. This motion was seconded
and passed unanimously.

Mr. Searcy then asked for the report of the Constitutional
Amendment Committee to be presented by Dr. Rodgers. Dr. Rodgers re-
ported briefly upon the recent constitutional amendments which were
accepted by the conference by a mailed ballot, and that this revised
Constitution would be put into the Proceedings of tht Conference. Dr.
Rodgers then moved the acceptance of his report which was seconded and
was passed unanimouély. The,révised Constitution is as follows:

Tatant

[
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IT.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROMOTION OF STUDENT INTEREST
BY THE ., ., .
SOUTHERN WEED CONFERENCE

Purpose of the Committee

To formulate in detail the general program approved at the 1959
meeting of the Conference.

Findings of the Committee

The committec has developed what 'it believes to be a worthy
program. It is hereby submitted to the President for action,
subject to its approval by the Executive Committee.

The complete program 1s as follows:

1

A, Informal encouragement and motivation

It is highly recommended by the Committee that each member
of the Southern Weed Conference take every opportunity to
explain the scope and details of possibilities for careers
in the general field of weed control to high school and
college students. It is likely that'a large number of
excellent workers will be lost to us simply because they
do not realize that we too need mathematicians, physicists,
engineers, chemists, botanists, extension specialists,

economists, and many others whose relation to weed control
may not be self-apparent.

B. Formal interest program

1. The Committee recommends that a series of graduate
scholarships be made available on a competitive basis

to college students. Such a program would have three
objectives:

a. To arouse interest in college students in the varied
careers offered by the general field of weed control

b. To stimulate thought in relation to needed course

work by students in the early phases of their
education.

c. To provide limited financial assistance, at the
gruduate level, to capable students interested in

pursuing & coreer in vweed control.

2. This program could be conducted as follows:
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A context would be held between eligible participants from the
schools of natural sciences in all of the four-year colleges of
the states in the Southern Weed Conference. This contest would
consist of papers containing the following:

a. A review of literature of from 1 to 12 doublc-spuced pages
in which a minimum of 20 references from reputable journals
are clted, on ony one of the following topics:

(1) Basic chemical, physical, engineering, physiological,
or botanical studies on any speccific herbiecide or
specialized weed-control equipment.

(2) Control of weéds in general in any speéific crop
or specific non-agricultural situation.

(3) Control of any specific weed.

(4) Any topic that the participant can clearly relate to
o significant degree to the general field of weed control.

Y. An original composition of from 1 to 6 double-spaced pages on
any specific carcer in the general ficld of weed control, and
covering the following threce points:

(1) Relation of the carcer selected to weed control.
(Exomples '

a. Discuss the work done by an extension weed speclal-

ist in the transfer of resocarch findings to the
public.

>

- b. Discuss the work of an agricultural chemicals
‘ technical fieldman or a sales representative in
assimilating research findings from Experiment
Stations, USDA, and Industry for application to
specific situations.

C.. ﬁéscribéfthé work of.an agronomist conducting re-
search on weed control, or in teaching.)

(é) .Prebaration by an individual for the selected career
(discuss formal course work, experience, etc. needed
in the chosen career).

(3) Péfgonal re&sbﬁs,fbr selection of such a career with
inclusion of its discdvantages.
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3.

Operational proccedure and rules would be as follows:

Q.

The contest would be opened by enlisting the aid of the
College President or Deans of the Schools of Natural
Sclences at cach four-year -college in:the ares of the
Southern Weed Conference.: Each would be requested to

have the announcement and rules posted“on local
bulletin boards.

The first contest would be announced in: February of 19 x¥.
Entries to be received from May 1, 19 x to October 1, 19 x.
Judglng to be completed by December lO, 19 X.. Winners to
be notified by January, 19 x -+l :

Awards would be as‘follows:

lst Place - Onc $500 scholarship for graduate study in a
ficld clearly related to weed control and travel expenses
up to $50 for the purpose of attending the 19 x +1
meeting of the Southern Weed Conference.

The recipient of the scholarship must attain admittance
to a recognized graduate school for graduate study in a
field clearly related to weed-control research. In the
event the first contestant fails to meet this and other
requirements or elects not to accept the scholarship, i*
will go to the contestant with the next highest score,

and so on down the line. If none of the top 5 contestants
qualifies, the scholarship's money will revert to the
general scholarship fund of the SWC.

2nd through 5th places - Travel expenses to the 19 x +1
SWC up to $50.

All winners will be invited to present their papers in the
appropriate section of the 19 x + 1 SWC, and all winning
winning papers will be published by the SWC as part of its
proceedings. All contestants will become honorary members
of the SWC for one year. All entries become the property
of the SWC, and none will be returned. The Executive
Committec of the SWC will be the final authority for any
rulings on the eligibility of contestants.

Avards will be announced at the first SWC meeting follow-
ing the closc of Bhe contest.

¥Februery 19 x is the first February after the necessary funds have been
mode availeble. '
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e, Administration

Upon adoption of the program the President of the Southern
Weed Conference will establish a Scholarship Committee and
authorize the Secretary to initiate action for the raising
of the necessary funds. All members of the Southern Weed
Conference will be asked to contribute voluntarily to the
scholarship's fund. If funds remain after the program is
discontinued, they will revert to the general treasury of
the Conference. Five dollars per member will be suggested
as a reasonable donation for individual members.. Donations
from industry and individuals will be appreciated in what-
ever amounts offered. The scholarship program will be
announced and initiated by the Chairman of the Scholarship
Committee in the first February after a fund of $1000 has
been established. :

The Scholarship Committee will cnnsist nf the Chairman, a
team of elimination judges (one judge from each state to

be rotated between Research, Teaching, Industry,and Extension,
and staggered so as to have a balance between the four
categories), and a finals team of thirce judges (one each

from Research, Teaching or Extension, and Industry). It

will be responsible for one complete scholarship program
unless re-appointed for a second one.

All entries will be mailed to the Chairman of the Scholar-
ship Committee of the SWC. He will assign each entry a
number and remove all other identification from it. After
closing date of the contest he will make random groups of
equal numbers of entries, and forward one group to each
elimination judge.

Fach eliminations judge will grade each entry in his
-"group and forward a report by entry number to the Chairman
of the Scholarship Committee, but not record this grading
on dany entry other than to indicate the top two entries.
He will then return all enttries to the Chairman with his
top two being clearly indicated and tied separately.

The Chairmen will then forward. all of the elimination
Judges' choices to one of the finals judges. Bach finals
Judge will grade each entry, send a report of his grading -
by entry number to the Chairmen, and forward the entries
on to the next judge for grading. In no case will a judge
mark an entry in such a way to indicate his grading nor in
any way that might influence a following judge. The last .
judge will return all entries to the Chairman who will
select tke winners by averaging scores given each entry

by the finels judges.
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No entry having an average score of less than 70 will be
considered. 1In the event that eligible entries are fewer
than 5, the number of awards will be reduced accordingly.

All entries will be graded according to the following
weighting of points:

(1) Literature review

Maximum points

(a) Grammatical accuracy 15
(b) Technical accuracy and thoroughness 15
(c) Organization, clarity, and style 15

(d) Evidence of selection, interpretation,
and evaluation of papers included in
the literature review 15

(2) Composition

(a) Grammatical accuracy 10
(b) Organization, clarity, and style 10
(c) Originality o 10
(d) Evidence of sincerity and depth o

thinking 10
Total for (1) and (2) , 100

In grading the entries, it is suggested that the judges bear in
mind that the contestants will be inexperienced, and that the
standards set should be in keeping with the level of training
of the contestants. 1In the event of ties the Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee will break such tie by assuming the
position of the post-finals judge.

Eligibility for contestants

It shall be the responsibility of the Scholarship Committee
to set the eligibility requirements in such a way as to re-
strict the contest to thosec students having scholastic
records that generally are acceptable for admission require-
ments by recognized schools for graduate study.

A sample announcement and a set of rules are attached to this
report and present further details.

Respectfully submitted,

J. T. Holstun, Jr., Chairman
H. H. Morton

R. F. Richards

- 284 -




Dr. Holstun moved that the report as given be accepted and that the
entire proposal be initiated as outlined in Section 2-E as soon as
possible by this conference. This motion was seconded. Dr. Holstun
was requested to withdraw the original motion and that his report as
presented to the conference be accepted. This was seconded, and
passed unanimously. Dr. Burt then moved that the conference approve
the report as given by Dr. Holstun. This motion was seconded. Dr.
Burt then moved that his original motion be amended as recommended
by the Executive Board as follows:

AMENDMENT TO -STUDENT INTEREST REPORT

The Executive Board shall be given the authority to transfer
funds from the general treasury to the Student Scholarship Fund,
once enough voluntary contributions have been received to-indicate
whole-hearted support for this endeavor. The transfer of such funds
shall be in such a wanner as to not Jeopardize the normal operation
of the conference.

Dr. Davis moved that the original motion also be amended to
read that the original increment of contributions made be returned
to the individuals if there were not enough support from the con-
ference as a whole to institute this program. Both amendments were
accepted, and the original motion was then passed unanimously.

President Searcy then requested that Dr. Wolf report upon the
new Sustaining Membership Committee as appointed by President Searcy.
Dr. Wolf noted a list of sustaining members on the back of the pro~.
gram and pointed out that since this. 1ist was made up the Monsanto
Chemical Company had joined the conference as a sustaining member .
and should be added to this list. Dr. Wolf invited more industrial
companies to become members of tne conference and to contact him if
they so wished membership in the conference. Dr. Davis moved that
the report be accepted and that the chairman of this new committee
be commended. This motion was seconded. The motion passed unani- -
mously.

Dr. Burt then made the report of the Nominating Committee and
presented the following slate of officers: President, Dr. Darrow;
Vice-President, Dr. Porter; Members-at-Large of the Executive '
Committee, Vernon C. Harris, Russell F. Richards, and Ellis W. Hauser;
Delegates to the WSA Executive Board, V. S. Searcy and Alternate
Robert A. Darrow, both to serve if WSA calls for two delegates --
only the primary delegate if VISA calls for one delegate. Mr. Mann
moved that the nominations stand and that the slate of officers ns
presented be elected unanimously. The motion carried.
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~ The President then called for the Research Report which was
presented by Dr. R. A, Darrow, chairman. Vice President Darrow
moved that the Research Report be accepted by the conference with
the changes as pointed out to the conference. This motion was
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

President Searcy then thanked his committee chairmen and their
co-workers for their assistance in the work that they had done during
the past year. '

The meeting was then adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

R. E. Frans, _
Secretary-Treasurer




